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Double Trouble. Two of the most influential young 
men on the team, grades apart.

Will McElvain
Freshman 

#2 Varsity QB

“As a team we never 
played up to the lev-
el we could have and 
lost a lot of games we 

shouldn’t have. But we stayed 
together throughout it”

Darius Shumpert
Senior 

#8 Varsity RB

“Hopefully, I get the 
chance to show the 
world how great my 
team has made me”

For the first time in four years, the Lincoln Rails 
proudly went on to the first round of the playoffs. The 
game was Wednesday, October 29th against Ankeny. 
Although they were defeated 42-7, the entire team can 

agree that it was a heck of a fun season. 
Congratulations on a great season boys! For a more 
in-deph look at the team, check out SPORTS p. 12-13

“The Journey I had with these 
young men was nothing short of 
awesome; life changing. I learned 
a lot about family from a group of 

teenagers.” 
- Coach Andy Campbell

@The RailsOnline
@LHSCabin2015



“Congress shall make no law respecting an
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the

free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom
of speech, or of the press; or the right

of the people peaceable to assemble, and
to petition the Government for a redress of

grievances.”
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Sks you...

Taryn Alessio
Sophomore

What’s your favor-
ite thanksgiving tra-
diton and why?

“My favorite Thanks-
giving tradition is 
probably getting all 
the cousins together 
that I only get to see a 
couple times a year and 
sitting down together 
going through all the 
ads making Christmas 
lists for our Aunts who 
go Black Friday shop-
ping.”

What holiday foods are your favorite and why?

Talia Marquis
Junior

Shelby Davis
Senior

“I think cooking dinner 
with my grandma has to 
be my favorite tradition. 
And after dinner, getting 
a bunch of compliments 
on how good the food 
was from the rest of the 
family.”

“My grandma likes to 
take all of our phones 
and turn off the T.V. 
so we all get to just 
talk about anything 
and everything for just 
one day. I think it’s so 
cute!”

“I really look forward to 
Pumpkin pie, because it is 
the only time of the year 
that restaurants have the 
fresh pumpkin, and it is the 
best in the world.”

“The food I look forward to 
during the holiday season and 
around Thanksgiving would 
be all the different pies my 
family makes and also the tur-
key because it’s the tradition 
Thanksgiving food.”

“I look forward to stuffing! It is 
so good but only if you make 
it right. In a way it represents 
family and love because I only 
get to have it a couple times a 
year with my family.”

Moriah Knoebel
Sophomore

Olivia Colosimo
Junior

Andre Flatt
Senior

#WorstParkingJob
We tweeted out the 
hashtag #WorstPark-
ingJob hoping for our 
students to send us 
funny pictures @-ing 
their fellow classmates 
to be feautured in the 
newspaper. The worst 
parking job was from 
sophomore, Gracyn 
Kephart. Be careful 
Lincoln! If you don’t 
park between the two 
yellow lines, your fellow 
classmates might take a 
picture of your parking 
job and submit you!

Top pic

Sophomores Laurel Hoogenson and Moriah Knoe-
bel help volunteer at the fall fest, showing off 
their halloween spirit dressed up as an elderly 
couple.



LHS AROUND THE BUILDING 

LH
S CELEBR

A
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what’s new at Lincoln? 

On Friday October 31st, Lincoln opened 

its doors to over ten elementary schools 

in Student Council’s annual Fall Fest. Fall 

Fest is targeted towards the southside 

elementary schools as a fun and safe event 

on Halloween night. Once again there were 

carnival games, inflatables, and lots of 

prizes. It was all free and it was a good time. 

If you have any ideas or suggestions for next 

year, contact the Leadership team.

Right: Senior Samona Garcia transforms 

a kid  into Spiderman

Student Council Leadership is re-

covering from their big event of 

the year: Homecoming. It was all 

a success but they’re not stopping 

there. With new service projects 

popping up, the team is always 

busy bettering our school and com-

munity. Besides that, the team is 

already hard at work on the next 

big event, the Snowcoming Win-

ter Formal. Be sure to check back 

for more information in the coming 

papers. 
Left: Homecoming 2014

The Senior Board is just getting things 
started. Board Officers are currently 
being elected. Presidential elections will 
occur in the near future. The candidates 
are; Anthony Caligiuri, Alex Louw and 
Gisselle Sancen. Each of them gave a 
speech at the last senior meeting. The 
senior board is hard at work on selling 
their senior apparel as well as the Senior 
V. Faculty Volleyball game; which is 
held on Tuesday November 25 at 1:30. 

Above: THe Senior Board

 During the week of November 
10-14 all students were encour-
aged to bring nonperishable 
food items to their Rails Time 
classes. This was once again 
Lincoln’s effort to give back to 
those who are struggling dur-
ing this time of year.  Presented 
by Student Council Leadership.
LHS donated 1,400 items!

 The Senior Board is once again 
selling Senior Apparel. Why 
should you purchase the senior 
apparel? Because, all proceeds 
go to Prom! There is a T-shirt, 
Baseball Henley and a Crewneck 
Sweatshirt for sale, all at a reason-
able price. Stop by the Journalism 
room, 2280 to pick up a form or go 
to student services. You better 
hurry, all sales end November 14th. 
Make your Senior Prom the best it 
can be and buy apparel!

We Want to Know...
What is your take on the attendance policy? 

I don’t feel like I should be 

punished by going to Satur-

day school for being late. Six 

weeks is a long time. I feel 

like as long as you’re showing 

up to class and getting your 

work done, they shouldn’t 

have to punish you so harshly 

for a minor offense like being 

a few minutes late to class.

-Madeline Jannes Senior

I like it....its strict.

I don’t like it...it’s too 
strict. 

As football season comes to end, 

the cabin made history. Some 

say this has been the best year 

the student section has seen in 

a long time. The five leaders are 

so proud and loyal to the section 

that there is no way of stopping 

the power of Lincoln’s Cabin.

Below: The Cabin in Sioux City.  
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   All-State Choir auditions were October 25th in Indianola. The Lincoln High Choir students ar-
rived at Lincoln at 5:30 a.m. 
    “It’s a very stressful day. You go in and you have 7 minutes to sing in a quartet, trio, duet, or 
solo. Then, you wait for recalls.” Senior 
Josh Smith says. The stress paid off for 
Smith who was the only student from 
Lincoln to make All- State Choir. 21 stu-
dents from Lincoln tried out out of 300 
statewide. 
   “This is my first year making All State so 
it’s a great honor to represent my school,” 
Smith says.
   Smith sang in Chamber Choir and 
Show Choir the past three years, and is 
currently the dance captain. He’s also in-
volved in the drama program and had his 
first lead role in the spring musical last 
year, “Footloose”. He played on the 
football team since his freshmen year. 
    Smith has so much deditcation to all 
of the activies and sports he partcipates 
in at Lincoln! 
Congratulations for All State Choir and 
representing Lincoln High School. 

Lincoln Senior Makes 
All-State Choir
Senior Josh Smith is the only student 
at Lincoln to make the All-State Choir
Kenzy Cooper Co-Editor-in-Chief

LIncoln’s one and only, All State Choir member Senior Josh Smith. 

Josh Smith performing 
as Ren McCormick in the 
school musical last spring. 



LHS 
PLAYS 

Recently, the band tried out for their seats 
Ensamble. An exceptional band student, 
Junior Bryan Richter shares his band plans 
for now and in the future. 

Special Story--
A Look back...

Two marching band drum majors, Jamie Byers and Ziad 
Nimry talk about their favorite parts of 

leading the band. 

Band Special Spot 

SENIOR JAMIE BYERS 
Being a drum major was a fantastic job. You get to lead 
the band and be somewhat in charge. Performing at 
halftime was always a good way to get prepared for our 
competitions. Now I believe the most memorable part 
of our season was when we went down to Clarinda, 
(keep in mind this was our first time at this particular 
competition) we went in and got first place in both the 
parade and field competition. That was a great feeling 
to show how much work we had put in and come put 
in first place.

JUNIOR ZIAD NIMRY 

It was a great experience. Hopefully, I’ll be 
able to do it again next year. Being able to 
represent the school with two other drum ma-
jors was the best part. The time during the 
awards was my most memorable part.

Bryan Richter-
I made the Wind Ensem-
ble, the higher band. We 
are entering concert sea-
son where we get to show 
off our musical abilities at 
the All-State music festival. 

The Band performing at the 
football games. 

Anthony Caligiuri Staff Writer 
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Lincoln High helping 
the community

Lincoln’s class of 2015 and National Honor 
Society is staying busy volunteering and 

helping the community.
Kenzy Cooper Co-Editor-in-Chief

Upccoming Volunteer Opportunities 

-Making food baskets for a homeless shelter
     -November 1st-December 31st
 -Hawthorn Hill 

-Handing out vouchers to customers at Barnes & Noble
     -December 13th
 -Barnes & Noble

-Pack meals for homeless children
    -Anytime!
 -Food Bank of Iowa

   National Honor Society is a 
group that focuses on volun-
teering. In October, the mem-
bers of National Honor Soci-
ety volunteered at Night Eyes. 
Night Eyes takes place every 
October at the Blank Park 
Zoo. Children are encouraged 
to dress in their Halloween 
costumes and it’s a very safe 
way to have some quality fam-
ily time. Candy is passed out 
to all the children, food is sold, 
and the animals who can bear 
the chilly October nights can 
be seen by the guests and there 
are inflatables for the children 
to play on. 
   Members of National Hon-
or Society helped in any way 
they could. Some greeted 
guests, served candy, cleaned 
up the zoo and also helped at 
the Kid’s Fun Zone where the 

inflatables were located. It is a 
great way to give back to your 
community and a fun way to 
volunteer.
   While the juniors stayed 
home and the freshmen and 
sophomores were busy taking 
plan tests, the Class of 2015 
were busy participating in their 
Senior Service Day. Many op-
tions were given to the seniors.
They could attend a college 
visit, pack meals for Meals 
from the Heartland, make dog-
gy goodie bags for the Animal 
Rescue League or volunteer at 
a place of their choice. A few 
students chose to volunteer at 
Jefferson Elementary School. 
   “Giving up a few hours to 
help that class really meant a 
lot to them and it was a great 
experience for them and my-
self,” says Senior Marana 

Jones. 
   Volunteering doesn’t only 
help the people you’re volun-
teering for but it makes you 
feel a lot better too. All these 
volunteering opportunities 
can earn the Silver Cord of 
Service Award. If you earn 
enough volunteer hours, you 
wear an extra cord at gradu-
ation. Each grade level must 
earn a different amount of 
hours in order to earn this 
award. Lincoln makes it 
very easy to hear about vol-
unteering opportunities. Be 
sure to pay attention to the 
announcements and look at 
the bulletin board in Student 
Services for upcoming vol-
unteering opportunities. 

REQUIRMENTS TO EARN 
THE SILVER CORD OF SERVICE

 Class of 2015: 60 total service 
hours required to earn the Silver Cord 
of Service Award.
 Class of 2016: 100 total service 
hours required to earn the Silver Cord 
of Service Award.
 Class of 2017: 140 total service 
hours required to earn the Silver Cord 
of Service Award.
 Class of 2018 and beyond: 160 to-
tal service hours required to earn the 
Silver Cord of Service Award.

Senior Marana Jones 



LHS Sport Shorts
Freshman Will 

McElvain stood 
out this football sea-
son as our quarter-
back. Not only with 
breaking records, but 
also receiving the Hy-
Vee/Horizon player 
of the week for his 
performance against 
Hoover High School 
on October 17th, get-
ting the Rails a spot in 
the state playoffs for 
the first time in years.

   “This season went pretty well for me mainly 
because I had the opportunity to play varsity as a 
freshman,” said McElvain, “I struggled the first 
couple games with getting up to game speed at the 
varsity level, but after enough experience I was 
more confident.”
   Confidence is key, and this freshman has three-
more years left to keep building that up.
   “I’m looking forward to coming back together 
and playing with the team and see how success-
ful we can be,” said McElvain, “Also redeeming 
ourselves in the playoffs.”

Senior Darius Shump-
ert, AKA “a freak” ac-

cording to the “Des Moines 
Register,” had a great sea-
son this year with leading 
class 4A in rushing yards 
with a total of 1,506 yards.
   “This season went well 
for me. I worked hard and 
my team worked hard along 
with me. We set a few records and had a great 
time doing it,” said Shumpert.

   Even with his outstanding season, Shumpert still believes there was 
more work to be put in.
   “Last year, I as a receiver, so this year was a big learning curve when 
it came to being elusive. I just trained to keep getting better at it,” said 
Shumpert.
   With this year being Shumpert’s last season playing for the Rails, he 
looks forward to college now.
   “I’m looking forward to college ball. Hopefully I get a chance to 
play in college and show the world how great my team has made me. 
I owe it all to them,” said Shumpert.

Sophomore Nico Robinson played defensive tackle and nose guard 
this season for the Rails on the 10th grade team.

   “Personally the season went great for me,” said Robinson. “The 
whole team really came together this year as a family.”
   “I struggled this season with putting in the time and work to get bet-
ter but I wanted to be good so I dedicated myself,” said Robinson. “I 
didn’t miss practices, games or weight lifting. I want that varsity spot 
next year and I have to show them what I’m made of.”
   The Sophomore Rails finished their season with a record of 4-5-1.

Senior Darius Shumpert

Freshman Will McElvain

c r o
 s s  c o

 u
 n

 t r y
Junior Tanner Wood led the boy’s cross 

country team this year with five top 10 fin-
ishes and getting a time on the Cross Country 
record board.
   “I can honestly say this was my breakout 
season,” said Wood. “It was 100 times better 
than I thought it was going to be. My main 
goal was to get on that record board and I ac-
complished it.”
   Struggling with a few health issues and ner-
vousness, Wood still managed to finish in 3rd 
place at the CIML Metro Conference Cham-
pionship.
   “I had a lot of issues and at districts I had 
problems with my knee. I also struggled with 
being nervous right before meets. I really 
need to work on calming myself down for 

next year,” said Wood.
   Wood fell just short of State this 
year, making that his number one 
goal for next year, his senior year.
   “Making State Cross Country 
would complete my cross country 
career,” said Wood.

Alex Louw Sports Editor-in-Chief - @_alexlouw

The Girl’s Cross Counry team was led by 
Junior Audrey Klein this season. With the 

help of her and her teammates, the 
girls cross country team is looking 
better than ever.
   “Ever since my freshman year 
we’ve been slowly improving. I 
can’t wait until everyone starts re-
alizing their full potential,” said Klein.
   As her senior year is approaching, Klein has a 
few goals set for herself and improving a cou-
ple things.

   “My finishes were a struggle for me this 
year. I started working on them during prac-
tice so I could finish strong in my races,” said 

Klein. “Next year I’m looking forward to an average sub-
17 minutes finish for my meets, first team all-conference 
and qualifying for state!”

Junior Tanner 
Wood

Junior Audrey 
Klein

Boy’s and Girl’s Cross Country Teams



The boy’s golf team at Lincoln High School put in some good work 
this season.
   “We had a great team,” said Junior Robby Blaylock. “This 

season could have gone a little better but the team did their best. I’ve 
improved greatly from last year.”
   Blaylock hopes to improve for his senior season next year.
   “Working on my concentration will hopefully improve my game for 
next year,” said Blaylock. “And knowing how far you have to go to get a 
good score.”
   “I’m looking forward to a great season next. I’ve heard that we are 
getting new guys and hopefull they can help us out and get another great 

team,” said Blaylock. “I’m going to try 
real hard to qualify for state.”

This year was a huge season for the lady Rail’s swimming team. The girl’s took 2nd place in the conference defeating 
East, Hoover, North, Indianola and Ottumwa.
   Schools records have been broken this season by Freshman Jolynn Harris. She broke the LHS pool record and 

the Metro Conference record for diving. She is now 13th in the State.
   The Medley Relay team of Junior Ane Skartvedt, Junior Jordyn DuBois, Senior Abi Contreras and Senior Valeria San-
tiago took 3rd place at the districts meet dropping 3.7 seconds sending them to state. Freshman Jolynn Harris also quali-
fied for State in the diving portion.
   The State meet was held November 8th in Marshalltown. They all competed hard and the Medley Relay team finished 

with a time of 1:59.69 scoring two 
points for the Rails. Harris finished 
in 15th place in Diving also scoring 
the team two points.
   Great finish to the 2014 Swim sea-
son girls!

Alex Louw Sports Editor-in-Chief - @_alexlouw

Top row: Hunter Lee, Jacob Levang, Sam Munsell, Sam Mil-
burn, Jaden Knoebel
Middle row: Lucas Signor, Colton Brophy, Robby Blaylock, 
Nathan Lile, Mason Downing
Front row: Colton Elert, Mason Cord, Jacob Badger, Anthony 
Caligiuri

Alex Louw Sports Editor-in-Chief - @_alexlouw

Left: The State-Qualifying Medley Relay 
team Jordan Greenwood, Sara Bennett, Ane 
Skartvedt, Valeria Santiago, Jordyn Dubois 
and Abi Contreras.
Right: State Qualifiers take the podium.

Lincoln’s Varsity volleyball team had an awesome season this 
fall, with a couple sophomores, lots of juniors and only one 
senior.

   Sophomore Melisa Dupanovic had a few goals set for herself.
   “The season was great for me personally. I reached all my goals,” 
said Dupanovic. “I struggled on serving this year. I realized I needed 
to focus more on it and my coaches helped out a lot with that.”
   Dupanovic is excited to see what next year will bring.
   “I’m looking forward to next year’s juniors on the varsity level with 
me next year because I’ve had a lot of time to grow with them as a 
team,” said Dupanovic.
   Great season ladies!

Alex Louw Sports Editor-in-Chief - @_alexlouw

Top row: Anna Stevens, Stephanie Johnson, Paige Campbell, Ri-
ley Longden
Middle row: Jennifer Vang, Hanna Kennedy, Laura Harper, Fran-
nie Nielsen, Makenna Chapman
Front row: Lauren Twelmeyer, Taylor Phelps, Melisa Dupanovic, 
Kelsie Cooper
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 Railettes and Cheerleaders 
Stay Busy at State Competitions
The Railettes competed at State Solos and the 
Cheerleaders competed at State Competition
Kenzy Cooper Co-Editor-in-Chief

   November 2nd was a busy day for 
Lincoln dance and cheer teams. The 
Railettes competed in State Solos in 
Newton and the cheerleaders com-
peted in State Competition at Hy-
vee Hall. 
   Junior Marissa Signor and 
Seniors Gracie Benton, Mack-
enzy Cooper, Carlie Mccleary, 
Antonia Mihalovich and Anna 
Reinders all represented Lincoln 
at the State Solo Competition in 
Newton. Everyone earned a Divi-
sion I Rating and junior, Marissa 
Signor also placed 4th in Class VIII 
dance. 
   “It was really exciting to place in 
the top 5 because that was my goal,” 
Signor says about her achievement. 
   “It felt really good to represent 
Lincoln in such a positive way 
because last year the winner was 

from Lincoln and I was proud to fol-
low in her footsteps by placing. Also, 
performing and doing what I love by 
representing my school in the best way 

I can.” Signor says 
about representing 
Lincoln. 
   The cheerleaders 
competed in State 
Cheer Competition at 
Hyvee Hall on Satur-
day. The team com-
peted in the 4A Small 
division and compet-

ed against 15 other schools. 
                “I felt really proud to be 
there and represent my school,” Soph-
omore Abba Hoffman says. 
   “It was a lot of fun! We hit every 
stunt except for one so our routine 
wasn’t bad, but the schools that we 
went against had a lot harder stunts so 

Sophomore Taylor Louw in a stunt during their state compe-
tition held at Hyvee Hall on November 2nd.

Junior Marissa Signor who placed 4th in State for Class VIII 
at State Solos in Newton on November 2nd.

the earned more difficulty points,” 
says Sophomore Taylor Louw about 
their competition. 
   “Right before we went on to com-
pete we did the group circle talk that 
the starting football players do be-
fore they start to get us pumped up,” 
says Hoffman.
   The competition squad starting 
preparing for their state routine in 
July. A choreographer came and 
choreographed their routine for two 
days in July.
   “We had early morning practices 
every Saturday once school started 
plus we had cheered at football 
games on Fridays,” Senior Taylor 
Hulse says about their preparation.
   The cheerleaders and the Railletes 
both represented Lincoln well at 
their competitions and the Railettes 
are busy preparing for their state 
competition next month.

Seniors Carlie McCleary and Antonia  
Mihalovich perform with the team. 



It’s finally that time again!!!! Time for FOOOOOOOD and time with family. And a much needed five day weekend off of 
school.
   This blog isn’t much of a meltdown like others, it’s a conversation I had with my staff about our favorite Thanksgiving food 

and how our Thanksgiving holiday might be celebrated differently.

    First is the one and only Anth the Cal.
   “We have the typical Thanksgiving meal with a mix of Italian obviously. So turkey, ham, cheesy potatoes, mashed potatoes and 
gravy, bread, stuffing corn, salad, too many pies to count….then pasta, gauntis…..and fried chicken…it’s a long story.”
   I can kind of connect to Anth with the typical Thanksgiving food….but not the pasta and especially not the fried chicken…. 
(laughing emoji)

   Next is Kenzy Cooper.
   “My Thanksgiving is huge with about 300 family members and friends. We have the usual..turkey, ham, green bean casserole, 
stuffing, deviled eggs…then we have a weird variety of dips like dill pickle dip because when you have so many people coming 
they all bring something and dip is the most common thing brought. Then we have macaroons and pie too. My Thanksgiving is 
a big deal.”
   I can connect with Kenzy’s with most of the food, but not with how many people are there..WOW!! (surprised emoji)

   Then I got Kayla’s story of her Thanksgiving.
   “I usually have about 7 family members at my Thanksgiving. It’s pretty small. We have white turkey meat, mashed potatoes 
and gravy, corn, salad, stuffing, rolls, Jell-O, and pie. It’s pretty chill.”
   Mine is just like Kayla’s…small, pretty traditional, BUTTTT she doesn’t have ham!!! That’s probably my second favorite food 
of the Thanksgiving meal.

   After I got my fellow staff member’s Thanksgiving stories, I had to get Ms. Sayles’ side.
   “Mine is extremely traditional. The only traditional food I don’t have is green bean casserole because it’s disgusting. But other 
than that we have turkey, potatoes, pie, bread, deviled eggs sometimes and FRESH green beans. Not the casserole. Thanksgiving 
is my favorite holiday. It’s so chill.”
   NO GREEN BEAN CASSEROLE???!!!!?!??!?! That’s literally the BEST food of the whole Thanksgiving meal!!! I can’t deal.

   Anyway, I guess it’s time for me to talk about my Thanksgiving. There’s not much to it.
   My family used to get together at my grandma and grandpa’s house out of town, but a lot of the kids started getting older so we 
don’t do that anymore. Now it’s just about 6 of us at my house with the normal turkey, ham, green bean casserole, bread, mashed 
potatoes and gravy, deviled eggs, sometimes pie…that was more normal at my grandma’s. But it’s pretty small and traditional.
   Aside from all the food, Thanksgiving is an awesome time to spend lots of time with family and friends and to be thankful for 
what you have. Happy (late) Turkey Day everyone!!!

LH
S Blogs...

Meltdowns with A l e x

KBlogs
Kayla Brady Co-Sports Editor

   It’s almost Christmas time and I could not be more excited 
for all the time spent with family and friends. With all the love 
and happiness in the air, the holiday season is no doubt the 
best time of the year. First October brings Halloween, along 
with costumes, candy, scary movies, and pumpkins. 
Next up on the calendar is November. The first thing 
that comes to my mind is “No Shave November’, 
meaning guys do not shave all month seeing how 
long they can grow out their beards. With pump-
kin spice smells every place you go it is officially 
the true holiday season. 
   The day after Thanksgiving, brings Black 
Friday. To many this is not a holiday but also 
to many more it is. To me, it is. Usually it 
means going to sleep after Thanksgiving dinner, af- t e r 
everyone goes home. My mother and I wake up around eleven 
at night, and get ready and make our way out to Jordan Creek 
mall. I love going shopping with my mom so then I do not have 
to spend my own money on everything I want, if there is some-
thing I really, really want, I can bat my eyes and beg and beg 
my mother for it. Don’t get me wrong, this does not work with 

everything, just one or two things. But it is still worth the effort!
   Also in my world, before Thanksgiving even starts it’s time to 
get excited for Christmas. To me, it is the most wonderful time 

of the year. With red and green colors every place you wander, 
Christmas music on in every store, snow on the ground, and 

bright lights outside of houses, this is the most beautiful time 
of the year. Setting up the Christmas tree is a great fam-
ily activity you can do along with baking and decorating 

cookies. Then waiting for Santa to come on Christmas 
Eve is an amazing suspense that one couldn’t even de-

scribe no matter how old you get.
   The Holiday season brings so much happiness and 
joy I cannot wait. This year being the last full holiday 
season I am at home until after college, I am going to 
try and enjoy everything a little bit more and appre-

c i - ate all the little things I always take advantage of. Even 
though I will get have almost a month off for winter break in col-
lege coming home for Thanksgiving and Christmas, it still won’t 
be the same as this year and what I am used to every year. Holi-
days are meant for family and your close friends having fun and 
doing old traditions and trying out new ones. 



Letters from Kenzy 
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Kenzy Cooper Co-Editor-in-Chief

BLOG W/                               
ANTHONY CALIGIURI

ANTHONY CALIGIURI EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

GO GREEK 
OR 

GO HOME

Dear Christmas carols,
 Since the holiday season has finally approached us you are being heard all around the world. 
Malls, streets, the radio, everywhere is playing you. As Buddy the Elf says “The best way to 
spread Christmas cheer is singing loud for all to hear.” You simply bring back memories for 
people and make so many people happy. While people are wrapping presents, putting up the tree, 
being with family and celebrating Christmas you are always there. You are always apart of their 
memories. While you don’t get to be played all year you are so important for one of the most 
important times of the year. Your messages are happy and cheerful and make so 
many people smile. Christmas is quite the possibly the happiest time of the year 
and Christmas songs just add to that. It’s a tradition and they’re always there. 
They make you happy, keep tradition, spread Christmas joy and remind you of 
Christmases before. It is that simple. The Holiday season would not be what it is if 
there were no Christmas songs. It’s one of the most iconic parts of the Christmas 
season. The classics are what your parents and grandparents listened to and no 
matter what you know you love them. Justin Bieber’s Christmas album isn’t too 
bad either although your parents will never admit that. No matter the style, artist, 
or music Christmas songs spread the joy of Christmas all over the city and con-
stantly remind that Christmas is right around the corner. It will be gone before you 
know it so take full advantage of listening to the classic Christmas songs before it 
is socially unacceptable to listen to them at all. Happy Holidays!
 Love, Kenzy

   I’m about to be real here, COLLEGE IS GOING TO BE AWESOME. (That’s what I tell myself now. 
Watch me call crying mommy the first day). 
   Here’s why college is going to be awesome: you’re free, all your friends are there, and there is a buf-
fet of food for you to eat every day. Don’t get me wrong, education is super important too, but what fun 
would it be for you to read; “I’m going to study and stuff”. I’m hoping you’ll just assume I mean that 
when I say how awesome college is going to be. 
   But one of the very main reasons I’m excited for college is; Greek Life. 
   If you already know me, you know the first thing I do when I get to college is joining a fraternity. 
   I’ll tell you, I knew I wanted to be a frat boy within the first ten seconds I stepped foot in a frat house. 
I took off my Raybans to see 30 dudes dressed just like me. We all did the “bro shake”, I was basically a 
new brother and I knew I was home. My mother was behind me and all she could say was “oh my God”, 
but I knew deep down she secretly liked it. What she didn’t like is when we visited the sorority house 
and watching her own son get attacked by college girls (it happened). 
   I look at Greek Life as a purely social thing. You’ll have new friends coming out of your ears by the 
end of your first week. And that’s the way to do it. Sure, these things aren’t the “extreme party houses” 
that you see in the movies; but they’re not unfamiliar of the idea of a good time. 
   Going Greek will give you a sense of belonging, and give you a place to go when you need to get away. 
You will make unforgettable memories and brother/sisterhoods that will last a lifetime. 
   I’m telling you, if you’re going to College, you might as well do it right. Go Greek. I’ve got my Sperry 
Boat Shoes on, and I’m ready! @Anthony_theCal

@lilmacjammer



10questions...
Cole Rehbein, senior

1. How long does it take to memorize your lines?

4. Does it stress you out with all the extra work the 
play brings?

3. How much time and effort does it take being the 
lead in a play?

2. Is the blocking hard to figure out and memorize?

5. Do you see yourself in a theatre department in the 
future or is this just a high school thing?

6. What is your process for getting ready for the lead 
role?

8. What director has inspired you the most and why?

7. Have you always pictured yourself as a lead role 
your senior year?

9. Have you ever been in any of the Playhouse plays? 
Why or why not?

10. What’s your favorite part about the theatre de-
partment at Lincoln?
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Dialogue is really easy to memorize and I could have a scene of dia-
logue memorized in maybe ten minutes, but monologues can take up to 
an hour to learn. It’s taken me about a month to learn all my lines.

The blocking is only easy to remember if we have our lines down, but we 
learn them together so they take about as long to learn as the lines.

Being the lead is absolutely crazy because there’s the regular stuff that 
everyone on the cast shares, like late rehearsals and memorizing lines, but 
the real effort comes from being the leader of the cast and trying to keep 
everyone together. Not to mention being a senior means I’ve got thirty 
thousand things going on at once, so I think the real effort I make is trying 
to balance everything and stay sane.

For sure! This is probably the most stressed I’ve ever been to be honest. 
But it is so worth it, because we’re going to have a great show and bring a 
lot of pride to our school.

: I really enjoy acting and theatre arts but I think it will just be a casual 
hobby in the future.

Hamlet is such a complex character to dive into, it involves a lot of soul-
searching to bring up those emotions and experiences that hamlet and I 
share so I can act him accurately. In a more concrete sense, it takes a lot of 
coffee to keep up the energy necessary to lead the show.

It wasn’t quite that I pictured myself in the lead role, but really that I hoped 
I’d be able to learn and develop my talent by the time I’m a senior so I could 
be the most excellent actor in whatever role I was cast in. of course, once I 
found out that we were doing hamlet I knew that I wanted to be hamlet more 
than anything and that everything I’d been working towards for the past 
three years in theatre would be fulfilled.

Of course I must credit Mrs. Sissel as the most inspiring director I’ve had. 
When I audition for Aida my freshman year, she took a risk by casting me in 
the ensemble, but she also gave me a great opportunity and I’m thankful for 
that every day. She treats every student with respect and dignity as an ac-
tor and an artist and I really appreciate the environment she created in our 
department.

I actually did a simple play reading at the Playhouse this summer, it 
was a lot of fun and really challenged me as an actor. I’ve never done 
a full production at the playhouse, though, just because I spend most 
of my time with Lincoln drama.

My favorite part is all the amazing people I have the op-
portunity to work with. I’ve made some great friends in the 
department and everyone is just so talented. It’s really an 
honor to be able to work with them.
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