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A Night in 

Banquet 
april 22nd @5:30PM

Dinner at 6:00PM
Lincoln High School Commons

Dinner | Speakers 
Senior Polls | Senior Slide Show

Semi-Formal event 

PROM 2015

“a night in Hollywood” 
Saturday May 2nd 

8-11PM
airport Holiday Inn

Formal event 

DOn’t MISS Out On tHeSe eventS! 



“Congress shall make no law respecting an
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the

free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom
of speech, or of the press; or the right

of the people peaceable to assemble, and
to petition the Government for a redress of

grievances.”
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Welcome 2nd Semester Staff!
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Lincoln High School’s Drama Department presents...

every spring the Lincoln drama depart-
ment puts on a spring musical. this year 
they’re going back in time to the roaring 
20’s and telling us the story of Chicago. 

Chicago is the story of murderess velma Kelly 
who murdered her husband and sister and Roxie 
Hart an aspiring singer who murdered the man 
who was supposed to make her a star. It soon be-
comes a competition between Kelly and Hart for 
fame and the famous lawyer, Billy Flynn.
   elizabeth Woods stars as Roxie Hart for the Lin-
coln High School’s rendition of the famous Broad-
way musical and 2002 academy award winner for 
Best Picture. Chicago is known for the some of the 
best music on Broadway and the cast of Chicago is 
really excited to bring that to Lincoln.
   “I really love Funny Honey in Scene II.” Says 
Senior Woods. “It’s my favorite song to sing.” 
    Directing a musical is a lot different than direct-
ing a play. 
    “Balancing all the different aspects is the hardest 
part of directing a musical rather than a play. there 
are multiple directors. You have to work with the 
dancing, singing and the acting.” Says Leann Old-
enburger, the artistic director of the show. 
   While the dancing, singing, and acting is a huge 

part of putting on a mu-
sical everything that 
takes place backstage 
is just as important. 
there’s a director for 
every aspect- choreog-
raphy, props, stage crew 
and costumes. Senior 
valeria Cano is the Cos-
tume Crew Head. She 
assigns costumes to the 
whole cast. 
   “the hardest part is 
definitely getting ev-
erything to look good 
together. We want ev-
eryone to look good on 
stage and for them to 
feel comfortable. If they 
don’t feel comfortable 
we won’t put them on 
stage in that costume.” 
Says Cano.
   the cast has been re-
hearsing since February. 
auditions were held in 

January and the cast has 
been putting in a lot of 
time to perfect every as-
pect of this show.
    “the students have 
been working with the 
choreographer, musi-
cal director, technical 
director, costume head 
and the director.” Says 
Oldenburger. 
    Chicago will be per-
formed april 23rd, 24th, 
and 25th at 7 p.m. in the 
Lincoln High School 
auditorium. Doors 
open at 6:30. You can 
buy tickets at the door 
or online. Be sure to 
check it out! You won’t 
want to miss it!

Lincoln’s Drama Department 
Swinging Back to the 20s
Lincoln’s drama department is performing Chicago

Kenzy Cooper Co-Editor-in-Chief 

Senior Elizabeth Woods

Artistic Director, Leann 
Oldenburger

Senior Valeria Cano



   In the past two year, the Lincoln Speech and 
Debate team has had some of the best success 
it has ever seen since it was first conceived in 
1973. 
   Eight people have qualified to the National 
Speech and Debate Tournament, five people in 
the 2013-14 school year, and three people this 
year. A school record. Prior, two people qualified 
in 2007 for the first time in debate history. 
   this year, at the all Iowa Finals State Speech 
and Debate Tournament, the team took fifth 
place in the Speech Sweepstakes, an award giv-
en to the school that grosses the most points and 
competitors in the semi- and final rounds, and 
the highest placement they have ever received, 
and having seen the largest amount of students 
in the final rounds. 
   It falls 253rd of the 7900 programs in the coun-
try. It is only six degrees (levels that programs 
and students go up after gaining a certain amount 
of points, which as gained by wins and losses at 
tournaments) behind Roosevelt High School for 
the 3rd largest program in the State. 
   all of this success is due to, other than the 
more than obvious talented competitors, coach 
Jesse Meyer, who was awarded the Coach of the 
Year award by the Iowa Forensics League. Who 
has also achieved the Diamond award, an award 
granted to the coach who has hit 1500 points--an 
award that takes an average five years to achieve, 
he has achieved in only a year and a half. 
   and this is 
where the suc-
cess stops be-
cause Coach of 
the Year, Jesse 
Meyer is being 
forced to resign. 
   Or at least that 
was the rumor 
that was running rampant at the Congress na-
tional Qualifier. Coaches from other schools 
came up and asked how some of the team mem-
bers were doing with the news. Confused, they 
asked what news? the answer was responded to 
with an awkward mumble and a wish of good 
luck. One team member even overheard a con-
versation about Coach Meyer leaving Lincoln. 
   With a lot of worries, anxieties, fears, and ques-
tions, they decided to ask Coach Meyer himself. 
   “Yes. I was told either, [Williamson] let my 
contract expire and terminated me, or I left on 
my owns terms,” said Coach of the Year, Jesse 
Meyer when asked about the legitimacy of the 
rumor. 
   and with that, the questions became why--for 
he was no Jon Cruz, the coach of the Bronx High 
School program (who was recently found guilty 
of attaing child pornography from high schools 
students around the country). So, why then this 
forced resignation? 
   “He told me that he wanted to program to move 
in another direction,” said Coach Meyer. 
   But this isn’t the only problem that the team 
has had with the administration. there have been 
countless times this season where they have been 
told that they could not go to a tournament, the 
reasons ranging from money issues, to the inabil-
ity of finding a substitute, and even a statement 
that told the team that they had “done enough for 
the year.” 

   One of the biggest issues the team has faced, 
as with any team that has to travel at any point 
in their existence, is money. But they did not let 
that stop them. 
   Senior tabitha aplin, who has been competing 
through Speech and Debate, and IHSSa off and 
on through her four years of high school, took 
the challenge of raising $600 in the span of five 
days so the team would be able to travel to the 
State tournament. She called businesses on the 
south side, and in 23 hours, she raised $650. $50 
over their goal. 
   Yet, after raising the needed money, they were 
still told that they could not go. 
   “I felt like no matter how hard I tried, I would 
never be given the opportunity to succeed.” said 
Senior tabitha, when asked how she felt about 
the school’s response to having raised the money. 
   another reason that the team has been told 
they cannot travel, is that test scores need to be 
viewed as more important than the tournaments. 
When trying to get to the State tournament and 
the Congress qualifying tournament, they were 
told not to travel and miss school, as they needed 
to start preparing for the Iowa assessments. 
   But, Speech and Debate does not cause lower 
test scores. It actually helps with test scores. It 
even helps with graduation rates. according to 
amity Shlaes in her “national Review” column, 
“How to Bring Your Zombie Child to Life”, 
“Fifty percent of high schoolers in urban schools 

graduate. ninety 
percent of urban 
high-school debat-
ers graduate. When 
it comes to that 
subset of debat-
ers deemed “high 
risk,” those kids 
who, for example, 

might have scored poorly on eighth-grade as-
sessment tests, the data are even more dramatic. 
Seventy-two percent of high-risk secondary-
school debaters graduate, versus just 43 percent 
of non-debaters.” 
   and that isn’t the only statistic advocating 
Speech and Debate. With only ten minutes of 
internet research, you can find countless articles 
with facts and statistics demonstrating how aca-
demically helpful and important Speech and 
Debate is to students. the national Speech and 
Debate association website even has a page with 
almost 30 different sources advocating Speech 
and Debate. 
   Speech and Debate is not only helpful to test 
scores and graduation rates, but a very important 
outlet for students. 
   “My father told me that I am more upfront,”says 
Senior Ashley May, the only two time qualifier 
to the national Speech and Debate tournament 
in Lincoln History. “I’ve learned to speak effi-
ciently and fluently. I’ve been more connected 
to world issues than ever before since joining.” 
   every team member talks about how Speech 
and Debate has helped them grow highly, not 
only as competitors, but as public speakers, stu-
dents, and people. 
   “It helped open my eyes that there are more 
events outside of football.” stated Senior Carlos 
Santiago, four year team member, and first year 
National Qualifier. “It helped me open up more, 

and helped me learn that I have more talents to 
offer off of the field.” 
   “It has provided me with skills that I use every 
day,” Senior tabitha aplin explains, “Whether it 

be at school, or at my jobs in customer service, 
or in the community in general. I don’t think I 
would have been able to raise any of the money 
had it not been for the communications skills 
gained through this event.” 
   But it wasn’t only the event that helped the stu-
dents. Coach of the Year, Jesse Meyer has also 
been one of the biggest supporters of the stu-
dents, always pushing them to be the best they 
can be. 
   “this team means a lot to me. and he is a 
really great coach.” said Freshman aspyn But-
ler, first year competitor, with tears in her eyes. 
“He helped me a lot, and encouraged me when I 
didn’t believe in myself, pushed me to be more 
than I could be. I think Williamson is wrong for 
forcing Mr. Meyer to resign. He is such a great 
coach, and a great teacher. Some of the students 
care more about his class than they do others.” 
   and that is the standard testimonial from many 
students. they take Debate thinking, maybe even 
hoping, that it’s an easy grade. But they leave the 
classroom with more than they could have asked 
for. 
   “It’s unfair,” says Josie O’Conner-Miller re-
sponding to both Coach Meyers and the team. 
“a lot of schools have programs. We had one, 
and it is being so simply ripped away from us. It 
makes us feel as though we aren’t being allowed 
to use our voice. and especially with Coach 
Meyers leaving. I transferred from Dowling this 
year, and I know that without him, that without 
this team, my transition would not have been a 
good one.” 
   the students are all saddened. But more than 
saddened, they are scared. they are more than 
terrified that there won’t be a team in the years to 
come. They are horrified at the fact that the thing 
they love most is being easily taken away from 
them, and there is nothing they can do. 
   “I will leave this school with no anger toward 
it. Williamson is well within his rights as princi-
ple to do what he needs to, to keep the school in 
the direction he wants and needs it to go. I only 
wish the best of luck to whomever takes over the 
department after I’m gone,” closed Coach Jesse 
Meyer. 
   and we wish you the best of luck as well. as 
well as giving a heartfelt goodbye to the Speech 
and Debate team. Best of luck to all, and espe-
cially to whatever comes next to Coach of the 
Year, Jesse Meyer

Lincoln’s Coach of the Year
Forced to Resign by Principal

By Giovanni Bahena @eohani_ahawah

the team at the beginning of the year at the east High Invitational

Speech and Debate is not only helpful 
to test scores and graduation rates, but 
a very important outlet for students. 



Lincoln  Student Awarded 
Full Ride Scholarship

Senior Giselle Sancen was awarded 
the Grand view Immigrant Iowan 
Scholarship. this is a scholarship 

awarded to non-native Iowan students 
with a promising future. the scholarship 
awards full tuition and fees, 
which includes room charg-
es if the person awarded the 
scholarship decides to live on 
campus. this scholarship is 
available to an outstanding in-
coming freshman who is born 
of immigrant parents or an im-
migrant himself or herself. In 
order to get the scholarship re-
newed which is available for 
renewal for four years. those 
requirements are, participat-
ing as a member of Grand 
view’s Multicultural Leader-
ship team, serving as a Grand 
view Multicultural ambassa-
dor and maintain a 2.5 cumu-
lative GPa at Grand view.
   this scholarship is available 
at all the high schools across 
the state. according to the 
al exito Facebook page, the 
requirements to receive this 
scholarship are; son/daugh-
ter of immigrant parents or 
an immigrant himself or her-
self, graduating from an Iowa 
high school, high school GPa 
of 3.0 or higher, are not in the 
uS on a student visa, or have 
demonstrated financial need. 
   “not only do I feel honored 
receiving this scholarship, I 
feel blessed.” Sancen grew 
up living with a single moth-
er who worked 3 jobs. “I was 
told college isn’t for every-
one because it’s expensive… College has 
been one of my major goals. I’m proud to 
say that being able to call myself a Grand 
view viking is one of the best feelings in 

the world.” 
   Sancen said the news of being given the 
scholarship brought her to tears immedi-
ately. “It had been a little over a month 
since I submitted my application and I 

couldn’t sleep 
at night be-
cause I was 
so anxious to 
know if I was 
going to be 
able to follow 
my dreams 
and go to 
a four year 
university or 
have to work 
around an-
other bump 
in the road 
on my way to 
success.”  
   It wasn’t 
just Sancen 
herself who 
was excited to 
hear about the 
news of get-
ting this fan-
tastic schol-
arship. after 
attempting to 
call her mom 
who didn’t 
answer, she 
called her 
best friend of 
5 years who 
said she was 
just as excit-
ed as she was. 
“the day I 
heard I won 

the scholarship was one of the best days 
in my young life.” 
   the Immigrant Iowan scholarship is 
awarded to only one student a year and 

By: Cyote Williams @yleecoyote100

Giselle Sancen Awarded Grandview’s Immigrant Iowan Scholarhsip

this year it was awarded to Lincoln High 
School’s very own own Giselle Sancen. “I 
guess my mom was right, when you work 
hard, you are rewarded in more ways than 
one.”
   This rare opportunity is very difficult to 
receive not only because of the require-
ments but due to the fact that it’s also 
only awarded to one student a year. When 
asked if she was excited and how excited 
she was, Sancen says, “I am beyond ex-
cited. excited is an understatement. Being 
on campus next year is going to be amaz-
ing. I’m hyped to meet new friends and 
start a new chapter in my life.”  Sancen is 
extremely excited and already plans to do 
big things at Grand view. “I’m excited to 
learn about my desired major and join ev-
erything! I love getting involved and I’m 
determined to leave my mark at Grand 
view!”
   Sancen will only have to pay for books 
and a meal plan. this is a fraction of the 
cost of what it would normally be going 
to Grand view without this scholarship. 
“I’ve also applied for other smaller schol-
arships because anything helps especial-
ly since I’m going to make sure that my 
mom never has to worry about paying for 
anything of mine again.” Sancen owes 
a lot of success to her mom’s hard work 
and pushing her to do better. 
   not only has this been a great oppor-
tunity for Sancen herself, but it takes the 
pressure off of her mother. this is some-
thing we all as children want, which is to 
make our parent’s lives as easy as pos-
sible. Sancen is able to give her mother 
some relaxation when it comes to worry 
about school costs, but is also getting a 
quality education at the same time.  

senior spotlight



Prom is right 
around the 
corner. Se-
niors get one 

last chance to cel-
ebrate their senior 
year by getting with 
all of their friends 
and dressing up for a 
night. If you’re think-
ing about going, you 
have to put a lot of 
costs into consider-
ation such as dress/
suit expenses, dinner 
costs, hair, makeup, 
jewelry and nails. 
And most important-
ly, your prom ticket. 
   Prom tickets may 
be purchased April 
6th-April 17th. In-
dividual tickets cost 
$35. Prom packages 
come with one ban-
quet ticket, two prom 
tickets, and a picture 
package which can be 
purchased for $100. If 
you choose to bring a 
guest, you can pick up 
the guest form in stu-
dent services. (Guest 
forms MUST be pro-
cessed before you buy 
the prom tickets.) If 
you choose to take a 
guest that is gradu-
ated, they MUST be 
younger than 21 years 
of age. The prom 
venue is the Holiday 

Inn on Fleur across 
from the airport.
   Of course, you don’t 
have to get your hair, 
makeup and nails 
done. You can always 
go to least expen-
sive route and do it 
yourself. Prom is not 
about who has the 
best dress and whose 
hair looks the best. It’s 
about celebrating with 
your class one time.
 You are probably 
wondering where to 
get your dress/suit, 
nails, hair and make-
up done, where to go 
for dinner, etc.... Some 
ideas where to buy 
your dress are Glam 
at Jordan Creek, Skef-
fington’s across from 
Lincoln (good option 
for suit rentals), Im-
promptu in West Des 
Moines, David’s Bridal 
in Clive, and Von Maur 
at Valley West Mall. 
   If you aren’t having 
any luck in stores, there 
is always online. Some 
reliable websites in-
clude www.promgirl.
com, and www.becky-
dress.com. But be sure 
to always read the re-
views before purchas-
ing a dress online. Ask 
your friends if they’ve 
ever heard anything 

about the website or 
if they’ve ever pur-
chased anything from 
there. The worst thing 
would be if your dress 
arrived at the last 
minute and it didn’t 
fit or something was 
wrong with it. So al-
ways look at what oth-
er customers have to 
say about their experi-
ence with the website.
   If you’re looking 
for ideas to get your 
hair makeup and nails 
done, there is tons of 
options. The aver-
age cost for getting 
your hair and nails 
done is about $40 
each. For makeup, it’s 
about $30, just for a
general idea of how 
much you are looking 
to spend. A few op-
tions for nails include 
Andy’s Nails, Sunny 
Nails, and Thia’s Nails. 
   Some hair and make-
up options are Salon 
KS, Aveda Institute, 
MAC in Valley West 
(inside of younkers.) 
Sephora, (in Jordan 
Creek and in Valley 
West inside of younk-
ers) and Bare Miner-
als (Jordan Creek.) 
You can find shoes in 
just about any place 
that has prom dresses. 

Shoes have a range of 
costs depending on the 
designer and where 
you buy them. They 
can range anywhere 
from $40-$150+. 
   And last but not least 
dinner and pictures. 
If you choose to take 
pictures with your 
friends before the 
dance, some great op-
tions are the sculpture 
garden downtown, the 
rose garden next to 
the Art Center, Water-
works, the Capitol and 
the bridges downtown. 
As for dinner, some 
places would be Cen-
tro, Mezoddi’s Djan-
go, Johnny’s Italian 
Steakhouse, Tumea’s, 
Baratta’s, Olive Gar-
den, and Red Lobster.
   Of course these are 
all just a start to give 
you a general idea of 
things. Prom is a night 
to have fun with your 
friends and celebrate. 
So whether you de-
cide to blow $700+ 
or go the cheaper
route, remem-
ber to have a
great time with your 
friends because this is 
something you will re-
member for the rest of 
your life. It’s not about 
who has the best date 

a NIGHTIn
HOLLYWOOD

or the best dress or 
who spends the most 
money. It’s about the 
memories that you take 
from the experience. 
   But the fun doesn’t 
end when the dance 
is over. Students that 
have the eligibility and 
paperwork (and your 
school ID) will get the 
chance to continue the 
fun night during se-
nior celebration (After 
prom.)  After prom is 
held at Lincoln High 
School. Doors open 
at 10:00pm, and close 
at 12:00am. You must 
stay at the school (if 
you are under the age 
of 18) unless you have 
a parent pick you up 
before the doors open 
back up at 5:30am the 
next morning. Reg-
istration forms for 
after-prom MUST 
be completed and 
signed and returned 
to the school office 
no later than Mon-
day, April 28th, 2015.
   Overall prom is a 
night to remember and 
an experience you’ll 
never forget. Be sure 
to thank the teachers 
and parents involved 
that made it all hap-
pen for you. Have a 
fun and safe prom!

Taylor Louw Stff writer - @TaylorALouw



a nIGHt In 

SENIOR BANQUET 2015

Shine those shoes and prepare those acceptance speeches, 
because it’s time for the 2015 Senior Banquet--Oscars style. 
   On april 22, the red carpet will be rolled out in the com-
mons to welcome all of the stars of the senior class. “Senior 
banquet will incorporate the theme of prom with the events 
of a traditional senior banquet,” said Madeline Jannes, vice 
President of Banquet. the Senior Board is ready to trans-
form this ordinary banquet into an award show type night.
   “We have a program including student speakers, senior 
poll announcements, a performance by chamber choir, the 
senior slide show, and a great meal catered by Barattas,” 
said Jannes. 
   Since the theme for prom is; “a night in Hollywood” the 
senior board is taking advantage of this opportunity to do 
something different that has never been done with banquet 
before. the banquet committee says to expect an awards-
show type night. “We are really trying to make this a fun and 
unique experience so that when everyone looks back, they 
can say they had a great banquet,” said Jannes. 
   the Senior Banquet is april 22. Doors open at 5:30 and 
dinner will be served promptly at 6:00. Bring your paper 
ticket to enter.



the boy’s soccer team sure has 
stepped up the last couple years 
with finishing 2nd place in Confer-

ence last year with a record of 5-1.
   “the team is looking very good this sea-
son. We have a very young squad and we 
have a lot of talent and potential,” said Se-
nior eddie Rush.
   the boy’s worked out and conditioned a 
lot this past winter to prepare for the sea-
son.
   “We have been doing a lot of work. a lot 
of speed and agility training so we can one of the fittest teams in the 
state,” said Rush.
   With such a great season last year, the motivation for an ever better 
season this year is high.
   “Some goals we have this year is to play strong and play simple and 
with ease. also to show people Lincoln is a very good soccer team 
and has an amazing soccer program,” said Rush.
   although Rush will miss his team next year, he is ready to make 
his last season as a Lincoln soccer player a good and memorable one.
   “My favorite thing about being a part of Lincoln soccer is that it’s 
like having a second family, we treat each other like brothers,” said 
Rush. “I’m going to miss the family aspect and I’m going to miss the 
people and coaches that have been involved with the program. I’m 
especially going to miss being able to step out on the pitch and play-
ing for Lincoln.”

boy’s soccer girl’s soccer

Alex Louw Sports Editor-in-Chief - @_alexlouw

Lincoln High school has always had 
a fantastic boy’s track team and it 
just continues to get better year af-

ter year. the boy’s won the CIML Metro 
Conference title for the 2014 season and 
goal is to keep that title.
   “as a team last year we won Conference 
and finished 9th in the state,” said Senior 
Zach Lyon. “this year we are looking to 
repeat as Conference champs and finish 
better than 9th at State.”
   the boy’s track team practices hard Mon-
day-Friday unless it’s meet day. You can’t miss them up there on the 
track.
   “the team is looking great this year, everyone is working hard and 
we are progressing more and more each day,” said Lyon.
   Lyon has made an appearance at the State meet for a few events 
and continues to work hard every day to make another appearance 
this year.
   “Some personal goals I have for myself this year is to set the 400m 
dash record at Lincoln, win Conference, and finished top 3 in the 
state,” said Lyon.
   as a senior, this is Lyon’s last year as a runner for Lincoln’s track 
team.
   “I’m very sad and happy that it’s my final year running at Lincoln. 
I love representing this school but I know I’m going on to greater 
things because of this track program,” said Lyon. “What I’ll miss 
most about this track team is the brotherhood. We’re all pretty close 
and we’ve shared the same struggles and success and that’s irreplace-
able to me.”

Alex Louw Sports Editor-in-Chief - @_alexlouw Alex Louw Sports Editor-in-Chief - @_alexlouw

Spring Sports Spots

the girl’s track team for the 2015 
season is young this year with lots 
of freshmen and new sophomores. 

But some of these new girls have already 
stepped up this season.
   Freshman Izabel Rivera is one of the 
newest members to the distance group of 
the track team.
   “My first season of high school track has 
been great so far. It’s definitely harder than 
middle school track but I love the track 
girls and the coaches,” said Rivera.
   With the help of coaches, teammates and her hard work, Rivera’s 
season has been fantastic so far. But she continues to strive for excel-
lence and dropping those times.
   “a goal I have for myself is to keep getting a faster time in the 800m 
run. that’s what most of the distance girls put as their goal was to 
improve their personal records,” said Rivera.
   as one of the younger girls on the team, the coaches and the rest of 
the team have a lot to look forward to with Rivera.
   “I’m looking forward to continue running and getting better every 
year,” said Rivera.

boy’s trackgirl’s track
Alex Louw Sports Editor-in-Chief - @_alexlouw

the girl’s soccer team at Lincoln 
High School has a lot of new talent 
this year compared to the past years.

   “We have a bunch of new talent this year 
and I see a lot of potential in our team,” 
said Senior angelica Sandoval. “everyone 
has been working so hard so I’m feeling 
confident.”
   the girls practice and condition two hours 
a day Monday through Friday.
   “We have been training hard every day 
for two hours, getting a lot of touches on 
the ball and a lot of conditioning,” said Sandoval.
   Hoping all the practices and conditioning pays off, the girls are go-
ing for the CIML Metro Conference championship this year.
   “We are striving to win conference for the first time for Lincoln 
girls but other than that we are hoping for some good wins and a good 
time,” said Sandoval.
   this is Sandoval’s senior season as a Railsplitter, so she’s ready to 
make this season one to remember.
   “I don’t know what I won’t miss after this season! We have our 
down times as a team but it is all part of the experience and I’ll hon-
estly miss it all,” said Sandoval. “My favorite thing about this team 
is being with a bunch of girls that share the same passion as me and 
how united as a family we all have become and all the amazing mem-
ories we make.”

the LHS girl’s golf team is made up of Lincoln, east and north 
players.
   “We have a decent sized team this year,” said Sophomore 

Frannie nielsen. “this year we have the largest amount of girls from 
Lincoln than in past years.”
   the girls work hard but nielsen is still working to improve. the 
girls practice Monday through Friday for two hours a day.
   “a personal goal of mine would be to improve on my drives,” said 
nielsen. “a typical golf practice is either nine holes or about two 
hours at the driving range working on our swings.”
   the girls have a lot of fun as a team at practices and at meets, mak-
ing tons of friends from other schools and new memories.
   “My favorite part about being on the golf team is that you meet 
people from other schools and form relationships with them,” said 

nielsen.
   nielsen is excited for this upcoming 
season and her other seasons to come as a 
Lincoln golfer.
   “I’m excited to improve as a golfer and 
become a leader for new Lincoln golfers,” 
said nielsen.
   the Lincoln girl’s home course is at the 
Grandview course so go out and support!

girl’s golf
Alex Louw Sports Editor-in-Chief - @_alexlouw



the summer time is a great 
time of the year, no school, 
no homework and no 

teachers. the only authority the 
baseball team has to obey (other 
than their parents) would have to 
be their coaches! Yes, baseball is 
played in the summer, not during 
the school year. this year’s roster 
is filled up with nine seniors, AJ 

Joss, Mason Downing, 
Blake Marasco, angel 
Sierra, tanner Westmo-
reland, Ricky terrell, 
andre Flatt, alex Rand and anthony Gardner.
   “I’m really looking forward to making a run at state, 
we have a really good chance at it this year,” said Se-
nior andre Flatt.
   the baseball team is looking very promising this 
year for a trip to the state tournament at Principle 
Park. Flooding heavily with seniors, the Railsplitters 
are a very experienced and talented group.
   “I am going to miss the relationship with the guys 
on the team and the fun atmosphere, it will be very 
different in college,” said Flatt.
   Flatt is gifted with the chance to be able to play a 
sport he loves at the college level, although it is not 
baseball, the team wishes him all the success possible 
to make him a star football player. Looking forward 
to the season, the baseball team will be one to watch 
this summer, so make sure to come out and support at 
the home field next to Rails!

not all sports here at Lincoln 
are played during the school 
year… In fact softball is 

played during the summer time! With 
teams from all sorts of levels includ-
ing 8th grade, freshman, Jv and var-
sity the softball program uses up a 
lot of girls. there are seven seniors 
this year on the varsity softball team. 
this year there will be a very experi-
enced bunch on the field with all of 
the seniors: Kayla Brady, Shelby Da-

vis, alyssa Hunerdosse, Lau-
ren Poortinga, Shelby Reeves, 
Marissa Hall and Lynzie Miller.
   “I’m looking forward to spending every day at the fields 
with my teammates,” said Shelby Davis, senior. 
   Making it to the state tournament is every high school ath-
lete’s dream. this year the softball team’s chances are look-
ing pretty well. If the Railsplitters fall short of their state 
dream, the seniors are all done playing high school softball.
   “What I’m going to miss most is the slip’n’slide practice 
every year, and the bus rides where we all braid our hair 
and watch a League of their Own,” said Davis.
   Playing a sport in college is a new domain some athletes 
have the chance to experience. As of right now, five out 
of the seven seniors are going on to play college softball. 
Leading them to play the sport they love with all new peo-
ple will be something they will all have to handle on their 
own.
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Tennis

Senior Andre Flatt

Kayla Brady Co-Sports Editor - @kaylabradyyy

tennis is a classic sport here 
at Lincoln. this year both 
teams, girls and boys, are 

looking very promising. the girl’s 
team has returning varsity players 
as well as a lot of new members to 
the team. the boy’s team is going 
to be very fun and exciting to watch 
this season, with their captains well 
experienced.
   “this tennis season we have tons 
of new girls with a lot of potential, 
we all should expect us improving 
every day and more wins overall,” 
said Haley Johnson, senior.
   “this year our top six players are 
well experienced. I believe we will 
win a lot of matches making our 
record the first winning record in a 
long time,” said Senior alex Rand.  
Our tennis teams are hopeful to have 
great records this season.
   Being a senior going into your 

SPRING SPORTS

Senior Shelby Davis

Senior Alex Rand Senior Haley Johnson

Rugby

Junior Andrew Pauley

Rugby is a newer 
sport here at Lin-
coln High School. 

Junior andrew Pauley is a 
member of the team.
   Rugby is a mix of foot-
ball and soccer, without 
pads making it a hard con-
tact sport.
   “Rugby rules are called 
laws, all passes must be 
backward and if you go 
out of bounds it’s a turn-
over. after a tackle they set 
a ruck to restart the ball with a 
pack of three guys together,” said Pauley.
   the rugby team has already had a fantastic start to the 
season.
   “I think this season is going to be really good for us, our 
first couple games we have come out really well. Even 
though we lost, we have only lost by one,” said Pauley.
   Pauley said his teammates are a big factor into the great 
effort put in by the team.
   “I see a lot of good players this year from freshman to 
juniors. I am looking forward to the season of seeing my 
old teammates I’ve played with,” said Pauley.
   Pauley and the rest of the team are looking forward to 
playing on Friday nights under the lights, and also going 
to sub states.

last season of your high school sport 
is always an emotional experience. 
Johnson and Rand are close friends 
experiencing this together.
   “Many players have the goal of 
making individual state this year, 
me being one of them. I hope to go 
out with leaving a mark on my years 
playing tennis at Lincoln,” said Rand.
   “My senior season will be one to 
remember, win or lose,” said John-
son. Make sure to come out this sea-
son and support your Lincoln High 
School tennis teams!



   
Staff writers  AJ Joss @AJoss_ & Nico 
Robinson @NicoRobinson0
  Track season isn’t just about run-
ning. 
   From the 100 meter dash to the shut-
tle hurdle relay—track is all about run-
ning so not many people know about 
the throwing events because throwing 
events are not recognized as much as 
running events. 
   There is lots of history behind the throwing events. 
www.livestrong.com says that shot put and discus 
are one of the oldest events introduced in track and 
field. Discus throwing can be traced back all the way 
back to 708 B.C. in Greece. Shot put before the 16 
pound concrete metal ball was made competitors used 
to throw rocks in place of the shot put. Shot put and 
discus were first introduced into the Olympics in the 
year 1896 says trackandfield.about.com. 
   The Railsplitter boy’s track team has always been a 
force to be reckoned with. The Rails have always had 
lots of talent on the team. This year there is tons of 
great throwers in the Railsplitter line up for shot put 
and discus.  
   Sophomore Spencer Davidson is in his first year of 
track. Davidson has already earned a varsity spot in 
discus throwing. Davidson said the reason he throws 
is, “To become a better athlete.” Davidson also said 
throwing helps him work on, “Throwing for baseball 
and makes me more flexible.” “I feel I am improving 
a lot and I feel it will be all uphill from here.” Unfortu-
nately Davidson sustained a ligament tear in his an-
kle. But Davidson said, “I’m hoping to overcome this 
injury and come back in a couple weeks and keep im-
proving. Currently, I am doing as much throwing as I 
can without hurting myself to keep my arm in shape.” 
He goes on to say, “I am hoping to beat my farthest 
throw of 98 feet and 6 inches, and throw 125 feet or 
more.” 
   Most of the throwers on the track team are first year 
throwers but seem to be developing fairly quickly. 
The Rails main goal is to get as many people qualified 
for the Drake Relays. 
1. Junior Deon Philavanh practicing footwork with 
discus

2. Freshman Aaron Cosper practicing shot put
3. Junior Chris Harban throwing discus

4. Sophomore Spencer Davidson and Freshman 
Keyontae Boutchee
5. Junior Deon Philavanh getting advice from coach

6. Sohphomore Spencer Davidson throwing discus at 
a meet

The Forgoten throwers
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Having a job in high 
school is something 
almost all students 

experience, learning some 
responsibility and finally 
getting that oh, so, deserv-
ing paycheck. I am one of 
those many high school stu-
dents with a job, mine is at 
the beloved Dairy queen… 

ugh. You would not believe the variety of 
different people that come in to just get 
ice cream. You also wouldn’t believe the 
questions that I get asked that make me sit 
there and think… “Really…?!”
   “Is there Oreo in an Oreo cheesecake 
blizzard?”… are you serious? Honestly 
--like how oblivious can one person be?! 
I don’t get it… the name of the blizzard 
is OReO CHeeSeCaKe!!!!! Of course 
there’s going to be Oreo in it… I under-

stand we also have a strawberry cheese-
cake blizzard, but I mean, does that sound 
like it doesn’t have strawberries in it?
   So, at the Dairy queen I work at we 
don’t have the equipment for any fried 
food, meaning we don’t sell any fried 
food. You would not believe the num-
ber of people who ask for a cheeseburger 
or some cheese curds. Like why ask for 
something that you obviously do not see 
on the menu?!? We do sell food, but it’s 
just chili cheese dogs/hot dogs/and bar-
beque beef sandwiches. Since we don’t 
have fried food we also don’t have the 
$5 lunch deal. Which leads us to the next 
question I have am asked a lot.
   this next question is one of my favor-
ite stories to tell, it was towards the end 
of my shift on a winter night. We close 
at 9:00 during the cold winter, but during 
the last hour there are minimal customers. 

the employees clean the store hoping to 
clock out right at 9:00. Well, at 8:27 at 
night in the middle of cleaning a customer 
pulls up to the drive through asking for 
the $5 lunch deal. First of all my Dairy 
queen doesn’t even have the $5 lunch 
deal, second of all WHY WOuLD We 
Have tHe $5 LunCH DeaL at 8:27 
at nIGHt?!!? Who in their right mind 
eats LunCH so late at night? If you al-
ready haven’t, you should have ate dinner 
by that time at night! 
   Don’t get me wrong, Dairy queen is a 
fun place to work at with co-workers I re-
ally like. the customers also make it pret-
ty amusing. It does get annoying making 
the same blizzards and ice cream treats 
over and over again. But at this time of 
year my motivation for work is the pay-
check I receive every two weeks, with 
college right around the corner.

as most of you have probably seen, 
I’m on crutches… again--with yet 
another huge brace that covers al-

most all of my left leg. The first time I had all 
this going on was because I had knee surgery.
   So track season was coming up and all I had 
wanted was to be able to run my senior year 
of track. I had been doing physical therapy 
for months to get ready for track so I would 
be okay to run. Most things were going great 
except for a few little areas in my knee that 
were irritated but I just had to get over it and 
ignore them. My last few weeks for therapy 
were basically me getting into running again 
but at a slow pace with jogging just so I 
wouldn’t risk hurting myself again.
   Of course, getting back into running made 
my knee continue to hurt, but again, I just ig-
nored it thinking it was a normal feeling that 
would go away.
   I have still been going to track practice ev-
ery day after school and doing the activities 
I’m able to do. But on the very last Wednes-
day before spring break started (March 11th), 
I wanted to do a few hurdles to help me get 
back into it for when I was cleared to run in 
meets. Let me just start off by saying that 
wasn’t a smart choice… I was on the track 
with my teammate, Lynzie. She was doing 
hurdles too. I had begun to just go over one 
hurdle at a time and I seemed to be doing 
okay with just a little bit of pain in my leg 

that I, again, continued to ignore. Lynzie told 
me multiple times to take it easy and to stop 
if I was in pain, but I didn’t really listen to 
her either like I should’ve. It was around five 
o’clock so people were getting ready to leave 
practice and Lynzie decided to head out. as 
she was walking away to leave, I decided to 
do one more set of hurdles before I left to go 
home as well. I got in the position to go and 
I took off, successfully making it over the 
first hurdle with my right leg as I had done 
a few times just a couple minutes earlier, but 
I decided to try to go over 2 hurdles for the 
first time since last track season. As my left 
leg came down to land, I heard a noise like 
someone broke a stick in half and I instantly 
went down on the track. I knew right away 
that something was wrong but I didn’t exact-
ly know what. I basically face-planted into 
the track scraping my knee, started scream-
ing, then rolled over on to my back to hold 
my leg that was in pain. Coach Ira, Coach 
Dowling and many other teammates, includ-
ing Lynzie, ran over to me to comfort me and 
calm me down. One of the coaches from the 
boy’s track team called 911 and it basical-
ly felt like an eternity for the ambulance to 
get to the track. Okay… I’m done with that 
story. to shorten it up, I was rushed to the 
emergency room where I found out that my 
tibia (the big bone in the lower part of your 
leg aka shin bone) had completely snapped 

in half and my bone was no longer together 
like it should be. My knee that I had surgery 
on before was 100% fine. I had surgery the 
next morning where they put a plate and sev-
en neW screws in my leg, adding to the two 
screws that were put in my leg from my pre-
vious knee surgery five months before.
   I got lots of “thinking of you” texts and 
“good luck with surgery” texts and then lots 
of visitors while I stayed in the hospital for 
two nights which really made me feel better.
   Yes I learned my lesson and I hope every-
one else did too…. Don’t run when you’re 
not supposed to.

Above: Two 
different X-ray 
pictures of 
my broken 
leg and the 
plate and 
screws that 
are holding it 
together.

Right: The 
morning after 
my surgery.

Yes, I’m on crutches . . . .   Again
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   You’re so real at this point of the year and for 
some reason this tends to be the busiest time of 
the year. Scholarships, prom, graduation and ev-
ery other senior event tends to be shoved in the 
last 2 months. It’s the busiest time of year and we 
seniors have absolutely no motivation to do any-
thing. I think it’s actually impossible to be produc-
tive or have an attention span to anything remotely 
related to education for longer than 10 minutes. 
It’s hard because while we’re so unmotivated to 
go to class, we have to go to class in order to be 
eligible to attend the fun senior events such as se-
nior banquet and prom. those events are the only 
things pushing the seniors to attend class but that 
doesn’t mean we just aren’t stressed individuals in 

general. Yeah, we’re un-
motivated but I feel like 
everything is due at the 
same time every week. 
Scholarships, assign-
ments, even tests are all 
assigned on the same 
day. I don’t remember 
this time of year ever 
being this stressful be-
fore but I’m sure it’s 
because I’m a senior. 
School work isn’t the 
only thing we have to 
worry about like the 

underclassmen do. We 
need to worry about 
making sure we will 
be able to walk across 
that stage and receive 
a diploma in two short 
months! It’s crazy to 
think that we’re almost 
done. these four years 
have been crazy and not 
what I expected at all. 
I’m not going to let you, 
senioritis, get the best of 
me and neither should 
the rest of the class of 

2015. Finish strong se-
niors! now this is to the 
seniors, we’re on the 
downhill ride and we’re 
almost done. enjoy the 
final months of high 
school and remember to 
not let senioritis get the 
best of you.

Dear Senioritis, 

Sincerely, Kenzy

   now, usually I would not publish a serious blog. But, 
my days here are numbered and I want to try and make 
a difference in the lives of some kids that go to good 
old Lincoln. I want to share my most valuable lesson I 
have learned at Lincoln High School. 
   When I first started at Lincoln as a freshman, I would 
just go to school and come home. I also looked nOtH-
InG  like I do now. Freshman year I was still trying 
to ease out of my awful awkward stage that middle 
school blessed me with. I made a few friends and I was 
content. Over the summer I completed the “anthony 
Caligiuri Plan” so I called it, nobody knew what was 
coming. 
   The first day of Sophomore year was a funny one. 
People thought I was a transfer student. I was totally 
unrecognizable. It was awesome. Contacts and braces 
help, people. I began becoming a little more confident, 
probably because I didn’t look and sound like a 12 year 
old boy who loaded up on the sweets. So, I joined golf; 
a sport I had been playing my whole life. I had some 
good shots, and a lot of bad ones, but being involved 
and on a team made me realize that being in  the com-
pany of people wasn’t as bad as I once thought.

      My junior year, I ran 
for student council and 
successfully placed a spot 
representing my fellow 
classmates. that year I 
also applied to be on the 
national Honor Society, 
and was named Coeditor-
in-chief of our schools 
newspaper. I found my-
self volunteering and get-
ting myself out there for 
more and more things. I 
discovered that being in-
volved opens up many 
opportunities and creates 
great memories. 
   to me, this is my most 
successful year yet.  I 
continue serving on stu-
dent council, as well as 
securing a spot on the se-
nior board. I am the head 

editor of our newspaper 
and continue with na-
tional Honor Society.   I 
became one of 19 stu-
dents to make the Lincoln 
chapter of national Coun-
cil on Youth Leadership. I 
was also honored to be on 
the top ten of our home-
coming court this year, 
and be a proud leader for 
Lincoln’s Cabin Student 
Section. One of my big-
gest accomplishments of 
this year was being elect-
ed Senior Class President. 
It has built a strong trust 
and relationship with fel-
low students and staff. 
   Immersing myself in 
various school activities 
has made me appreciate 
what Lincoln has to offer 

and has given me a sense 
of pride and ownership of 
our school. If I had any 
advice to incoming fresh-
man, it would be to get 
involved as much as pos-
sible. You can make new 
friends; feel a sense of be-
longing, and given oppor-
tunities that create mem-
ories that will last a life 
time.  I am proud to say 
Lincoln has been the base 
of my success throughout 
high school, which has 
made me into the person 
I am today.



By AJ Joss @ajoss_

AJ’s FISH bowl

Spring Training has kicked off for the 2015 MLB season and there are a lot of good looking 
teams out there this year!
   Not many people pay attention to Spring Training but it is actually a very interesting time 
of the baseball season to see upcoming players and the youth of the sport. In spring train-
ing there is no separation of “American League” or “National League”. The 32 teams are 
separated into to completely separate leagues called the “Cactus League” and the “Grape-
fruit League”. The Cactus League is played on fields in Arizona and the Grapefruit League 
is played in Florida.
   My Favorite team, The Chicago Cubs is currently right around the 
middle of the Cactus League bounc- ing between 2 and 3 games back 
from the lead of the division. The Cubs third baseman prospect, 
Kris Bryant, is now one of the top 3 most looked at players in 
the whole MLB community this spring. Bryant leads all players 
in Homeruns and hasn’t stepped on the field as a major league 
player until this year which is something nobody saw com-

ing. Spring Training is not a time to judge 
teams on how they are 
going to do when the season 
comes around but, it is a good time to watch 
some good baseball games. 
   The Cubs have a bright future with some re-
ally good, young players coming up. 8 of the 
top 50 prospects in the MLB are players in the 
Cubs organization.

Spring Training

  

nb    Some people may think that student athletes have the easiest time at 
school.
    Honestly, being a student athlete can be hard. First off, student athletes go 
to school, then practice, then go home and sleep. 
   Being a student athlete is a lot of responsibility. You have to keep your 
grades up and go to practice daily and it takes up a lot of your time. Being a 
multiple sport athlete is even harder than being a one sport athlete because 
you have to double or triple the work that others are doing. So you have to go 
to practice for the current sport you are in then you have to go to workouts for 
the sport that the season is coming up. 
   Most kids during the school day are looking forward to getting out of school 
and doing what they want. Meanwhile student athletes plan out when they 
can take a nap after school and before practice.     Student athletes have 
many struggles. 
1. When your friend asks if you want to hangout and you think, “Oh that 
would be great-- if I didn’t have practice.” #studnetathleteproblems. 
2. When you have to wake up at 5:30 for a 6:00 am workout and you fall 
asleep in class later in the day #studentathleteproblems. 
3. When school gets canceled the night before and your coach calls and 
tells you we have early morning practice tomorrow #studentathleteproblems. 
4. When its winter break and everyone has all the time in the world but 
you have two a day practices #studentathleteproblems. 
5. When you are so sore after conditioning from practice last night that 
you can barely walk in the hallways at school #studentathleteproblems. 
6.  The moment when your coach says get on the line is probably one of 
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the worst moments during a practice #studentathleteproblems. 
7. When you can take the pain of getting hit by a two hundred pound line-
backer but can’t take the pain of an ice bath #studentathleteproblems. 
8. When you to take two backpacks to school one for our school materials 
and one for your equipment for after school practice #studentathleteproblems.                                                             
A Student athlete’s life is not easy--it takes hard work and dedication and is 
very time consuming.  
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Coyote’s
Blog

By: Cyote Williams @yleecoote100
I play for the varsity soccer team here at Lin-
coln, and I’ve never been so excited for a 
season of soccer before in my life. the job Mr. 
Simons has done with this program in a matter 
of his first year being the head coach here going 
into his second year as head coach.
   the year before he took over as head coach of 
varsity, the team went 8-8. after losing a large 
amount of players to graduation he had a lot of 
freshman and sophomore players to deal with. 
We went 13-7 which included a playoff win. to 
me that shows how high he can take this pro-
gram
   My nerves are certainly high after seeing our 
schedule which not only Mr. Simons said but 
the schools athletics director her at Lincoln 
Mr. Chia said it was the toughest schedule in 
the state. We just played our first game against 
Johnston High School who went to the state 
championship last year, and a day after that we 
face off against valley. 
   At first when I saw the schedule I freaked out 
a bit, seeing all this great teams that went deep 
into the playoffs last and could easily do so this 
year. But with the help of Mr. Simons I realized, 
we are now one of those teams. We have the tal-
ent in not just 2-3 positions but at every single 
position on the field. We as a team can take on 

all this tough competition and do so by not only 
competing but winning. 
   We started the journey for this season at the 
start of last summer, working out 3 days a week 
for an hour and a half each time. I was at about 
80% of those working hard preparing for the 
upcoming season. after that we had workouts 
almost every day after school. at times match-
ing the amount of football players working out 
with our soccer players. then over spring break 
we had practices every morning at the Soccer 

House out in WDM, followed by an hour run at 
Grays Lake a couple hours later.
I credit Mr. Simons for all the future success 
this program has, along with the success I know 
well have this season. He pushed many of us to 
play soccer In the off season and get better on 
our own time. Were fully prepared to make a lot 
of noise and compete for a state championship, 
which we know and thanks to Mr. Simons the 
rest of the state knows who are, and what were 
about.

DRAMAQueen
Hello Dear Readers. this issue, I’m talking about Speech and Debate. and this time, I want to talk about how it 
influenced me and my voice.

 When I was at Dowling my freshman year, I was scared. nobody talked to me, because they were all scared of the 
six foot, two inch “senior” in their freshman classes. I was taking the debate class there. and for a grade, you had 
to go to at least one tournament for the semester. I went, failed with style, and had fun. and during the second day, 
I saw more kids arrive. and they were talking to walls. Making faces, changing their voices, moving their bodies in 
weird ways. And I loved it. So, I switched to speech. And I found my voice. I found my confidence. I found who I 
was as a person. and I have loved it ever since. 

By: Giovanni Bahena @eohani_ahawah

Without it, I would not at all be able to do the things I’m so widely 
known for today. Before high school, I was barely able to speak in 
front of people. I remember one time I had to read small parts in front 
of my class in elementary, and I couldn’t get through the first sentence 
without stuttering every word. I hated reading in front of class, in 
front of people, and even now, I still have a small bit of anxiety when 
I talk to people one on one, but I know that through speech and debate 
I am able to overcome these fears and anxieties, and use my voice to 
change the world. So, it makes me terribly sad that this outlet is being 
taken away from me, it makes me horribly sad that there is such a 
lack of support, and it makes me horribly sad that I won’t be able to 
compete anymore. Had someone told me at the beginning of the year 
that this would be my last year competing, I would have tried to enjoy 
the moments a lot more.

thanks for reading Lincoln, and have a great day.



as the temperature increases outside, the number of 
school days left decreases. the months of January, 
February and March are usually cold and miserable 
causing a lack of motivation for students to get up 

in the morning. I know for me it’s twice as difficult to get out 
of bed in the morning during 
the winter when there are below 
zero temperatures. 
   But the month of March 
brought some warmer than usu-
al weather. Students who stayed 
in town for spring break didn’t 
have very spring-like weather. 
Instead of rain and 50’s, it was more like sunny and 70’s and 
80’s. Some even brought out the shorts and flip flops. Everyone 
was tweeting about how nice the weather was and post
ing pictures on Instagram of them and their friends outside en-
joying the hot, sunny day while it lasted. If you were one of the 
more unlucky ones like me, I fell asleep laying outside and got 
a bad sun burn.
   But like all good things, spring break came to an end and 

End of theYear thoughts

we’re back at school. With two short months left, there is a lot 
still planned for the end of the school year. there’s still senior 
banquet, the “amazing Senior Race,” prom, and lots of testing 
including finals and freshmen, sophomores and juniors just fin-
ishing up the Iowa assessments. and don’t forget about all the 
graduation parties in May.
   With my sister being a senior, I have a lot to
look forward to such as 
helping her pick out a prom dress and seeing all of the pictures of 
her and her friends having a fun time at prom, and going to the 
graduation ceremony and watching her walk across the stage and 
receive her diploma. It’s a little bittersweet because she wont be 
here at Lincoln with me next year but I 
will also love going up to Iowa City and 
visiting her. and last but not least help-
ing her move into her new dorm at the 
university of Iowa in august. So it’s 
safe to say there is more than enough 
going on in the next few months as 
school comes to an end and summer ap-
proaches.

hug the 
earth!

We Theed 
to treat our 
home with 
respect.earth day
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10
questions...

Carlos Santiago, senior

1. How much time and effort goes into being someone who can debate well?

4. What topic do you like to debate about the most?

3. Where is the national debate tournament held and when?

2. Do you particularly debate solo or with a partner?

5. How long have you been participating in debate at Lincoln High 
School?

6. Are there debate teams in college? If so, is that something you 
would want to do? Why or why not?

8. What is your favorite part of debating?

7. Was your senior year debate season all you expected it to be?

9. What do you have to do to prepare to win at the national de-
bate tournament?

10. How many judges are there usually and what are the things 
they look for while you preform?

A.

A.

A.

A.

A.

A.

A.

A.

A.
A.

It took me four years to get where I am today, I have been competing heavily since freshman year. After this one tournament I 
fell in love with it.

I actually preform in a category called humorous interpretation so I don’t really debate. I have competed with a partner before 
but I found myself doing better in competition by myself. But I do really love working with a partner, it is fun we feed off each 
other during our act.

Nationals are held this year in Dallas Texas during the summer.

Well, I actually qualified in humorous interpretation and that’s basically where I get up and do a humorous script in front of a 
judge. During the rounds they give us separate rankings from best to worst.

All four years of my high school career, freshman year on.

I honestly did not even expect to compete this year, but after one tournament 
I fell in love with it all over again.

The feeling you get when you are preforming, when you get the judges 
laughing at your piece, it’s so amazing. When you are all done and you 
looking into the crowd and seeing everyone clap for you is one of the best 
feelings in the world.

To win nationals it is going to take a lot of practice. I compete well here, but 
it is at a whole new level at nationals.

There is usually only one judge but if you make it to the final round then 
there’s of them that judge you. They judge my characters voice, how clean my 
piece is, and how funny it is.

Kayla Brady
Co-Sports Editor
@kaylabradyyy

Yes, there are debate teams in college but that is not something I see myself 
continuing at the college level.


